INTRODUCTION
Members of the family Raphighnathidae are predacious and can be found underneath tree bark, in moss, in pigeon nests, in lichens, in leaf litter, in soil and on a wide range of plants (Zaher and Gomma 1979; Fan and Yin 2000; Khanjani and Ueckermann 2003) . The genus Raphignathus Dugès was the first described in this family; the distribution of more than 62 species is cosmopolitan. Ten of these species are known from Iran, namely, R. collegiatus Atyeo, Baker and Crossley, 1961; R. gracilis Rack, 1962 ; R. giselae Meyer and Ueckermann, 1989; R. zhaoi Hu, Jing and Liang, 1995; R. aciculatus Fan, 2000 ; R. hecmatanaensis Khanjani and Ueckermann, 2003 ; R. protaspus Khanjani and Ueckermann, 2003; R. saboorii Ghorbani and Bagheri, 2011; R. atyoi Meyer and Ueckermann, 1989 ; R. larestanensis Bagheri et al., 2012 (Khanjani and Ueckermann 2003; Ghorbani et al. 2011; Dehghan Dolati et al. 2011; Bagheri et al. 2012) . In this paper a new species, R. azarshahriensis n. sp. is described and figured.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Mites were extracted from soil of black cherry, walnut and almond orchards using a Berlese funnel. Collected specimens were cleared in Nesbitt's fluid and mounted in Hoyer's Medium (Walter et al. 2009 ). The gnathosomal length is measured from the proximal base of the chelicerae to the tip of the palptibial claw, and the length of idiosoma from the suture between gnathosoma and idiosoma to the posterior margin of idiosoma, the width of idiosoma at the broadest part. The setae were measured from their insertion base to the tip. Distances between setae were measured between the insertions. Dorsal setal designation followed Kethley (1990) and and leg setal are noted according to Grandjean (1944) . All measurements are given in micrometers (µm).
RESULTS

Genus Raphignathus Dugès, 1834
Type species -Raphignathus ruberrimus Dugès, 1834.
Diagnosis -Small mites with soft-sclerotized body, red or yellow colored when they are live; subcapitulum with two pairs of subcapitular setae (m, n) and two pairs of adoral setae (or 1 , or 2 ); palptibia claw small; cheliceral bases fused; peritremes arising from midbasal part of stylophore and extending along anterior margin of idiosoma; idiosoma oval; propodosoma with three shields, one median and two lateral; one pair of eyes on lateral shields present; one pair of small shields may be present between median and lateral propodosomal shields; Opisthosoma with a large shield bearing 3-6 pairs of setae; Dorsum with 11-12 pairs of setae; two pairs of aggenital setae and three or four pairs of genital setae present; anal opening clearly separated from genital aperture and with three pairs of setae; number of solonidia on tarsi in male and female often is similar but in male dorsal body shields are fused and solonidia of tarsi enlarged (Fan and Yin 2000; Khanjani and Ueckermann 2003; Ghorbani et al. 2011; Bagheri et al. 2012) . Dorsum ( Figure 1a ) -Body oval; prodorsum with one median and two lateral shields; one pair of small shields behind median shield present; median prodorsomal shield with three pairs of setae (vi, sci and c 1 ); each lateral shield with three pairs of setae (ve, sce and c 2 ), one pair of eyes and one pair of cupules (in); interscutal membrane with one pair of setae (d) situated on small platelets. Opisthosomal shield is large and with five pairs of setae (e 1 , f 1 , h 1 , h 2 and h 3 ) and two pairs of cupules (im and ip); setae e 1 well behind anterior margin of opistosomal shield; all dorsal setae setiform. Venter (Figure 1b ) -Endopodal shields between the coxae I-II and III-IV are present; setae 1a and 3a on endopodal shields; setae 4a on membrane posterior to coxae IV; three pairs of genital (g 1 -g 3 ) and two pairs of aggenital setae (ag 1 -ag 2 ); the anal plates bear three pairs of pseudanal setae (ps 1 -ps 3 ). Therefore each of these 50 species differs by the combination of these eight characters, and none of these combinations is specific to the Iranian species. Some of the species present in the Iranian fauna were originally described from South Africa, China and USA, (R. giselae, R. gracilis, R. zhaoi and R. collegiatus respectively). The presence in Iran of these species with wide distribution forbids to define characteristics of the Iranian species against other countries.
Genus Raphignathus
Anyway the new species is very close in body shape and in leg chaetotaxy to R. protaspus (Khanjani and Ueckermann, 2003), yet described from Iran. The number of tibial solenidia on the first pair of legs is the main character that discriminates these two species: two distinct solenidia in the new species (ϕ and ϕρ) vs an unique solenidion in R. protaspus (ϕρ). The new species (582 -690 µm) is also somewhat longer than R. protaspus (491 -516 µm).
The new species could be confused with R. collegiatus Atyeo, Baker and Crossley, described from U.S.A., by having 3 pairs of genital setae, 2 pairs of setae on interscutal membrance, 4 setae on femur IV and in having the same chaetotaxy. But R. collegiatus and the new species can be separated as follows:
1. the setae e 1 are well behind anterior margin of opisthosomal shield in the new species, 2. the cupule im is on opistosomal shield in new species but on integument in R. collegiatus,
